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write more to you, but that the post will not now give me leave to do more than send my compliments to Mr. Warton, and tell you that I am, dear Sir, most affectionately,
' Your very humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' 'June 28, 1757'.'
'To BENNET LANGTON, ESQ., AT LANGTON, NEAR SPILSBY,
LINCOLNSHIRE. 'DEAR SIR,
' I should be sorry to think that what engrosses the attention of my friend, should have no part of mine. Your mind is now full of the fate of Bury"; but his fate is past, and nothing remains but to try what reflection will suggest to mitigate the terrours of a violent death, which is more formidable at the first glance, than on a nearer and more steady view. A violent death is never very painful; the only danger is lest it should be unprovided. But if a man can be supposed to make no provision for death in war, what can be the state that would have awakened him to the care of futurity? When would that man have prepared himself to die, who went to seek death without preparation? What then can be the reason why we lament more him that dies of a wound, than him that dies of a fever? A man that languishes with disease, ends his life with more pain, but with less virtue; he leaves no example to his friends, nor bequeaths any honour to his descendants. The only reason why we lament a soldier's death, is, that we think he might have lived longer; yet this cause of grief is common to many other kinds of death which are not so
1  This,  and  some  of  the other     of the first regiment of foot-guards, letters to Langton, were not received     who fell in the gallant discharge of by Boswell till the first volume of the     his duty, near St. Cas, in the well-second   edition   had  been   carried     known unfortunate expedition against through the press.    He gave them     France, in 1758.    His lady and Mr. as   a   supplement   to   the   second     Langton's mother were sisters.    He volume.    The date of this letter was     left an only son, Lieutenant-Colonel there wrongly given as June 27,1758.     Dury, who has  a  company  in  the In the third edition it was corrected,     same   regiment.     BOSWELL.     The Nevertheless the letter was misplaced     expedition had been sent against St. as if the wrong date were the right     Malo  early in  September.    Failing one.    Langton,   as   I   have  shewn     in the attempt, the land forces re-(ante, p. 247), subscribed the articles     treated   to   St.   Cas,  where,   while at Oxford on July 7, 1757.   He must     embarking,  they were attacked  by have come into residence, as John-     the French.    About 400 of our sol- • son  did  (atite, p.   58),  some  little     diers were made prisoners, and 600 while before this subscription.               killed and wounded.   Ann. Reg, i,
2  Major-General Alexander Dury,     68.
passionatelyly not the attendant on a court, whose business is to watch the looks of a being weak and foolish as himself, and whose vanity is to recount the names.' of men, who might drop into nothing,
